
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 29th JULY 2004.

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance : KDC Cllr Peter Veasey and one member of the public
ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES : None were received.
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
2.1
Several members noted that, since they had a well on their property, they might have a declarable interest in Item 10.    However, the Chair stated that only ‘public’ wells were concerned and therefore there was no identifiable prejudicial interest. 
ITEM 3 :
THE QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL – BRIEFING BY WALC

3.1
The Chair welcomed Phillipa Read from WALC . Her introductory comments emphasised that, it was not her function to proselytise: the Quality Scheme was voluntary and Councils must decide if the benefits to their community justified the commitment. Much of the presentation necessarily covered the detail in the ODPM Guide to the Scheme and the AQA Certificate Guide re-circulated during 10th to 25th July (previously considered in December 2003) so is not covered in detail here:-
3.2
During a question and answer session,  the following key points were made:-

3.2.1  Whilst, as a ‘one size fits all’ scheme, the benefits for Town and larger Parish Councils are more readily apparent they are also held to be significant for some smaller Parish Councils. Clearly this depends on the standard which such small parish councils have already achieved.
3.2.2  Whilst the scheme can seem unduly bureaucratic and expensive for smaller parishes – eg as regards production of annual reports etc, there is some flexibility to simplify and minimise the demands where a small parish Council is concerned.
3.2.3  A key requirement of the scheme is for a Council not simply to represent the community but to be able to demonstrate that it does so: eg though an established system for publication of it’s activities and for consultation with parishioners.
3.2.4  Chute Parish Council already has a good working relationship with it’s principle (district) Authority and to a lesser degree WCC:   the formalisation of this relationship in the (draft) KDC Charter does not seem to require more of this Parish Council – nor is Quality Status a pre-requirement for such close liaison.

3.3
The Chair posed a final point: the concern that the people of the Parish might lose their voice in local government matters if the Parish Council did not obtain Quality recognition.  Discussion registered the point that there was no short term threat of this but, in the longer term,  regionalisation with it’s attendant loss of a layer of local government could then make a Parish Council’s Quality status of significance.  The Chair thanked Phillipa Read for her excellent briefing and she left the meeting.  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey was asked if he wished to comment. He restricted himself to noting that Kennet were still formulating a view on the way ahead but noted that active Parishes such as Chute already had an open working relationship with their primary Authority. It was then agreed that the decision on Quality Status should be scheduled for the next meeting.    Agenda Action : Clerk 
ITEM 4 :
  APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

7.1
Cllr D Brown asked that the word ‘physical’ be added before the word ‘condition’ in line1 of Item 13.2 to more accurately reflect his position. Subject to this amendment, approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 17th June 2004 was proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr D Brown,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 5 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
5.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 5.1) :  The Clerk advised that now KDC had accepted ownership of the footpath, their engineer had inspected it and recommended laying ‘Romsey Gravel’ as a stable base suited to wheelchair and pushchair use. It was hoped that the work would be done soon.  Due to the initial confusion over ownership it had taken six months to get this matter taken on board by KDC  - the Clerk was congratulated for his tenacity.
5.2
Community Cleansing Grant (Item 5.2) : Cllr Withers indicated that there was insufficient support for a ‘children’s’ event.  After discussion it was agreed that the event should continue as planned  - beginning 14.00 at the Village Hall on the afternoon of the 18th September as per existing booking - but should be widened to ‘all ages’.  It was also agreed that the litter picking activities should be expanded to embrace cleaning of the bus shelter and signposts.  The Clerk to put a follow-up notice in the September issue of the Chronicle calling for participation and inviting suggestions for any other ‘Community Cleansing’ activities.   Action: Clerk/Chair
5.3
Emergency Planning (Item 5.4)  :  Cllr Conder advised that Mrs Conder was unable to take on the duties.   The Chair then advised that Mr Barry Caddick of Lower Chute was prepared to become the Emergency Volunteer (CEV) for the Chute Parish and proposed accordingly.  This was unanimously approved and the Clerk was instructed to issue the standard letter of appointment. Action: Clerk
5.4
Vital Villages Guide (Item 5.7) :    Cllrs D Brown, N Conder & J Sykes were still reviewing the content and hoped to recommend any action appropriate at the next meeting Action Cllrs Brown/Conder/Sykes.

5.5
Emptying of Rubbish Bins (Item 13.3)   The Clerk had established emptying the rubbish bin at the Upper Chute bus shelter was supposed to be carried out by the refuse men on Fridays when they collect domestic waste.  Cllr Withers indicated that it had not been emptied on the previous two Fridays.  The Clerk undertook to follow up with KDC. Action : Clerk

ITEM 6:
THE ‘MUSTEY’ LAND SWAP PROPOSAL
6.1
The Chair noted that the Agenda called for Members to review the reactions of the Tenants and decide on the way ahead.  He then drew attention to the notes of the meeting with the two key  tenants which had been held as agreed – Minutes of the 17th June 2004 meeting: Item 8.2 – which had been circulated with the Agenda and which he and the other Members who had been present agreed accurately represented the views expressed.  These were discussed at some length.
6.2
It was agreed that the position taken by the tenants was reasonable.  The Chair also noted that Members’ reservations over the legitimacy of any action to enforce the allotment changes embodied in the ‘land-swap’ proposal had been vindicated by Policy TR20 in the recently issued Kennet Local Plan 2011. Overall,  whilst the offer of the land swap with it’s implicit availability of land for a children’s play facility had seemed attractive initially,  it now seemed that it would be unreasonable to proceed further.  The Chair then asked formally if any member wished to move to the next stage in progressing the land swap proposal by Mrs Mustey.  None did.

6.3
The Chair then made the formal proposal that  ‘No further action should be taken to progress the land swap proposed by Mrs Mustey and communicated in the letter from her agent, Knight Frank, in their letter dated 10th October 2003’.    Following a show of hands this proposal was agreed by all.  The Chair then read the form of a letter which he proposed to send to Knight Frank which, with minor amendment, was also agreed by all.  Action : Chair 
6.4
Finally,  it was agreed by all to record that the rejection of this land swap proposal did not signal any reduction in the wish of members to see provision of some play/leisure facilities for the youth of the community. It was still hoped that something could be achieved in the future.
ITEM 7 :
CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY SIGNS
7.1
Cllr B Withers confirmed that the children’s pictures were now available and would be judged shortly by Cllr N Conder as agreed.   The Chair then noted that, as per agenda, a decision was required to finally confirm the number/location of the signs - he noted the draft VDS  view against non-essential ‘street furniture’.   

7.2
It was unanimously agree that two signs should be erected and that, in accordance with the earlier advice of the highways authority contractor, one should be placed at the entrance to Upper Chute between the track leading to ‘Longview’ and that beside ‘Glebe House’. The other was to be placed at the Cross Keys Inn but it was unclear of the specific point. It was agreed that this sign would in essence serve to prompt those leaving the Inn and therefore it might best be located at the exit of the car park.   The Clerk was instructed to write to explore this with the owner and licensee..   Action : Clerk 
ITEM 8 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS/OUTCOMES
8.1
The Clerk read the following summary of actions since the last meeting:-

No.50199/F New Barn Upper Chute, Barn conversion – No objection by PC – No KDC decision as yet
No. 50303/F Englemere Hse, Upper Chute, Stable & storage Block – No objection by PC – No KDC decision as yet
No.50499 Parsonage Farm, Upper Chute, Stable block – No objection by PC – No KDC decision as yet.
ITEM 9 :
INSURED PROPERTY - REBUILD COSTS
9.1
The Chair read out the values currently attributed to the Pavilion, Well House, Bus Shelter and War Memorial in the insurance policy.  After discussion it was agreed that the best way forward was to obtain an opinion on the adequacy of these ‘rebuild costs’ from someone in the building trade.  If this produced reservations over the adequacy of the provision then a decision to finance the commissioning of formal valuations would be proposed.  Cllr N Conder undertook to seek an informal opinion from a professional colleague as a first step.   Action : Cllr Conder
ITEM 10 :  PARISH WELLS – REVIEW OF CONDITION
10.1
Cllr D Brown was invited to recapitulate the concerns he had raised at the previous meeting (under AOB).  The Chair then noted that there were two ‘public’ wells in the Parish:  one at The Well House Upper Chute and the other outside Well Cottage at Chute Cadley.  Although there was no immediately available history of action to determine their physical condition, it seemed reasonable to assume that there was Parish Council responsibility here and it was agreed to proceed on this basis.  The primary criterion was agreed to be that of public safety – also the secondary issue of availability of consumable water in an emergency situation. It was agreed that Cllr D Brown would seek to identify a person/company qualified to undertake an appropriate survey and to establish the likely cost commitment.  Action : Cllr Brown
ITEM 11 :
NOMINATION OF MEMBER TO WALC 

11.1
The Chair advised that inquiries of WALC had indicated that there were no vacancies on the appropriate committee.   It was agreed that no action was therefore appropriate now.

ITEM 12 :
KDC LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION STRATEGY – CONSULTATION
12.1
The Chair referred to the consultation draft from KDC dated 14th June.  Post the last meeting an informal sub-group comprising himself plus Cllrs Brown and Sykes plus Lisa Jackson representing the VDS Team had discussed this document on 28th June. The Clerk had subsequently produced a draft response to the paper which had been e.mailed to all (h/c to Cllr Withers) on 16th July.   He proposed that this draft response be accepted and sent to meet the 30th July deadline – this was agreed by all.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 13 :
COMMUNITY FIRST CHARITY MEMBERSHIP
13.1
It was unanimously agreed not to seek membership/contribute to this charity.

ITEM 14 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
14.1
Miss C Halling, parishioner, received permission from the Chair to address the Council.  She then raised the following :-

14.1.1
Bonfires  Miss Halling presented a petition, signed by herself and four other Upper Chute residents, protesting at the burning of bonfires.  It was agreed that more considerate behaviour should be encouraged in the next issue of the Chronicle.  In the meantime the Clerk was asked to look into the legal situation. Action : Clerk
14.1.2  Allotment Availability   Miss Halling noted that she had been on the waiting list for a long time and asked if additional land/allotments could be made available by reducing grassed areas or removing conifer screens.  It was agreed that the position would be reviewed.  Action : Council
14.2
Residence Location Data    The Clerk advised that he had written to Wiltshire Ambulance Service on 21st June seeking some supplementary advice on their O.S. data so that the Council’s future reviews (see 17th June minutes) could be properly informed. He noted that, despite the importance, there had been no response.   It was agreed that he should pursue this with WAS. Action : Clerk
14.3
Waste/Recycling   KDC Cllr Peter Veasey gave a short summary of the challenges which legislation & government targets represented.  Kennet were currently reviewing all options to establish an affordable way ahead and would advise Town and Parish Councils in due course.
14.4
Forest Lane Road Signs  Cllr D Brown noted that an ‘Unsuitable for HGV ‘ sign had now been erected at the northern end of the lane but the absence of a sign at the foot of the lane coupled with the new road narrows sign would cause confusion.  The Clerk undertook to resolve this with the Highways Manager.  Action : Clerk
14.5
Resignation of Member   Cllr Yvonne Bradbury announced with regret that she would be leaving the area on 6th August 2004 and formally advised of her resignation wef that date.  The Council accepted this with reluctance and thanked her for her service.  The Clerk noted that the casual Vacancy procedure would now be initiated by notification to the KDC Returning Officer forthwith.     Action : Clerk   
14.6
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 16th September 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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